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CECAN Case Study:

QCA and the Environment Agency’s evaluation
of waste crime
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Source:https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-steps-up-the-
fight-against-waste-criminals



CECAN Case Studies

CECAN addresses the tension between developing evaluation methodologies and ensuring their take up, by scoping
complex policy ‘case studies' with co-funders. CECAN has been developing new evaluation approaches and tools
on specific policy areas chosen by government departments, facilitating experimentation and giving space for

innovation

CECAN enceurages interaction and learning amongst co-funders, policymakers, social scientists and other experts,
to form a ‘community of practice’ across Nexus domains.

Browse through a few of the CECAN Case Studies we are able to share publicly
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Tweets by @cecanerus o

We'll be at @ESRC #RMF12
Research Methods Festival tomorrow
in Bath - come find us at 1545 to hear
about all things #methods

#complex al #policy
#evaluation

ncrm.ac.uk/RM

Embed View on Twitter

Latest blog posts

- A Pluralistic Evaluation
Framework (11/06/2018 -
21:06)

+ The Defiance of Global
Commitment (15/05/2018 -
21:36)

+ Looking Through a Glass
Darkly: Public Goods and
Agricultural Policy
(09/03/2018 - 14:38)




Waste crime
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Complexity and evaluation challenges

1. Nexus — cuts across nexus domains
2. Complex — large number of variables, often interacting

3. Evaluation challenges — interventions often used in
combination or sequence

4. Methodological innovation — EA keen to explore a more
behavioural/contextual approach to evaluation

5. Potential Impact — A pilot of how the EA might approach
evaluation of regulatory activity more broadly across Agency
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So what did we do?

1) Methods scoping workshop (November
2016)

2) QCA design workshop (April 2017)




Next steps...
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Key learning and insights
# Methodological innovation in context

# Building evaluation capacity and
confidence

i Facllitating expertise exchange
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Key role of champions

“CECAN has helped to introduce complexity-
compatible evaluation methods into our work to
understand the effectiveness of our interventions
to prevent waste crime. This support, in particular
using Qualitative Comparative Analysis, has
helped us to take our evaluation of this work to a
level which we would not otherwise have
achieved.”

Dr Jon Greaves

(Senior Evaluation Adviser, Environment Agency)
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